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2009 LEGISLATURE – SB 57
The 2009 Legislature enacted legislation (SB 57) that revised the laws relating to special districts.  SB 57 established uniform standards for the creation, administration and operation of special districts, and repealed specific provisions relating to many special districts.

√
Multijurisdictional Service Districts were one of the types of special districts specifically included in SB 57 – that is, SB 57 specifically repealed the former statutory provisions relating to multijurisdictional service districts in Title 7, Chapter 11, Part 11, MCA.  If the boundaries of a multijurisdictional service district that was in existence on July 1, 2009 are altered or if there is a change in amount or method of assessment, the district will be subject to the provisions of the new legislation codified in Title 7, Chapter 11, Part 10, MCA – “Special Districts – Creation and Governance”.  Until that time, however, existing districts will continue to be subject to the now-repealed provisions of Title 7, Chapter 11, Part 11, MCA – “Multijurisdictional Service Districts”.
√
The effective date of SB 57 was July 1, 2009.

√
The Savings clause of the bill provides that the new legislation does not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before July 1, 2009.

√
The Transition clause of the bill provides that a special district in existence on July 1, 2009 must comply with the new provisions upon (1) alteration of its boundaries or (2) a change in its amount or method of assessment. If dissolution is proposed for a special district in existence on July 1, 2009, the proposal is subject to the dissolution provisions of the new law (7-11-1029).  A special district in existence on July 1, 2009 is required to comply with the additional reporting provisions of the new law (MCA 7-11-1014) only upon alteration of its boundaries.
1.
SERVICES THAT MAY BE PROVIDED – Note:  This section not repealed by SB57
(
A multijurisdictional service district may provide only those services that are authorized to be provided by local governments.  The services that a multijurisdictional service district may provide are:  (MCA 7-11-1102)

a.
recreational programs other than park and recreation programs in a county park district established under Title 7, Chapter 11, Part 10);
b.
road, street, and highway maintenance;

c.
libraries;

d.
jails;

e.
dog control programs;

f.
ambulance service;

g.
dispatch service;

h.
protection of human health and the environment, including scenic concerns and recreational activities for areas requiring or involving environmental reclamation;

i.
health services and health department functions; and

j
maintenance or provision of any public infrastructure facility, project, or service.

2.
ADMINISTRATION OF DISTRICT – Note:  This section was repealed by SB57, but is maintained in this compliance supplement for the purpose of auditing multijurisdictional service districts established prior to 7/1/2009.
(
A multijurisdictional service district must be administered according to an interlocal agreement among the participating jurisdictions within the district.  (MCA 7-11-1111(1))
√
The governing body of a multijurisdictional service district may consist of the entire membership of all governing bodies of the participating jurisdictions, or it may be a joint board with representation as set forth in the interlocal agreement forming the district.  (MCA 7-11-1111(2))
√
An interlocal agreement under this part may enlarge an existing service district or city or county library, but it may not supersede or void an existing contract or interlocal agreement under which the same service is currently provided to residents of one or more of the participating jurisdictions.  (MCA 7-11-1111(3))
√
A library established under this part as a multijurisdictional service must be administered according to the provisions of 22-1-305 through 22-1-317 (Free Public Libraries).  (MCA 7-11-1111(4))
3.
FINANCING – Note:  This section not repealed by SB 57
(
Subject to MCA 15-10-420, local governments organizing a multijurisdictional service district are authorized to levy property taxes in an amount not to exceed that authorized for the district in accordance with 7-11-1007, and to appropriate funds derived from other than general tax revenue for the operation of the district.  (MCA 7-11-1112(1))

√
Subject to 15-10-420, property taxes levied for a library established under this part as a multijurisdictional service must be added to taxes levied under 22-1-304 (Free Public Libraries).  (MCA 7-11-1112(1))

√
A property tax levied for the purpose of financing the district may, for all agricultural property having an area greater than 10 acres, be levied only on the principal residential dwelling, if any, on the property.  (MCA 7-11-1112(2))
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